permeation of pagan thought with elevated Stoic principles. The facility for divorce had been greatly restricted (in 331), though the law was still too lax; but when Jerome speaks of the marriage of a man who had buried twenty wives to a woman who had had twenty-two husbands, we are justified in questioning the correctness of his information—or of the ' marriages.' There was n. remarkabJe change taking place in the attitude of the cultured pagan towards the slave. The Saturnalia of Macrobius consists of a series of conversations attributed to a group of the leading pagan senators of the last quarter of the fourth century. In one of these discussions the question of the slave is introduced, and almost all the speakers are credited with most humane sentiments in his regard ; nor is there any question here of Christian influence. The days were long since passed when a master could cast a slave into his piscina to feed his precious fishes, or crucify him for disobedience.
In fact, this same Macrobius, writing towards
1 St. Ambroisp. ft la morale Chret'ienne.